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The authors included 36 publications in the meta-analysis and generally found that exposure to traffic-related air pollution significantly increased the risk of lung cancer. 2 This is most important to guarantee the general quality of the meta-analysis, as results and conclusions are untrustworthy if pooling data from poor quality original studies. 3 The authors did very well in this respect.
However, we found significant heterogeneity in the evaluation of the association between ambient exposure to nitrogen dioxide and lung cancer risk (I 2 = 59%, P = 0.05), the relationship between ambient exposure to fine particulate matter and lung cancer (I 2 = 64%, P = 0.02), and the risk of lung cancer incidence among professional drivers (I 2 = 44%, P = 0.02). This significant heterogeneity limits the statistical power and conclusion.
